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IMPORTANT
CITY

POLICE/FIRE EMERGENCIES 911
Police Anonymous Tip Line  216.524.9699
Animal Control 216.524.3940
Building Department   216.524.1019
Chamber of Commerce 216.573.2707
Council Meetings   216.328.1477
Clerk of Courts     216.524.7719
Community Services   216.524.7373
Council Clerk     216.524.1008
Economic Development   216.524.4131
Engineering Department   216.524.1374
Finance Department   216.524.4131
Fire Department    216.524.4001
Human Resources   216.524.4131
Independence Fieldhouse    216.524.0088
Library   216.447.0160
Maple Shade Cemetery  216.524.9191
Mayor’s Office     216.524.4131
Outdoor Pool   216.524.3711 
Parks & Recreation Department  216.524.3262
Police Department   216.524.1234
Post Office   216.524.9614
Service Department   216.524.9191 
Tech Services Dept.  216.524.9200

David Grendel, Vice Mayor 
216.678.0250
grendeld@independenceohio.org

John DiGeronimo 
216.538.1243
digeronimoj@independenceohio.org

Tom Narduzzi 
216.318.0383
narduzzit@independenceohio.org

Anthony Togliatti 
216.308.1367
togliattia@independenceohio.org

James P. Trakas 
216.524.2114
trakasj@independenceohio.org

Dale Veverka 
216.407.8657
veverkad@independenceohio.org

Chris Walchanowicz 
216.272.5854
walchanowiczc@independenceohio.org

Debi Beal 
Clerk of Council 
216.524.1008
beald@independenceohio.org

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
1st & 3rd Thursday each month, 3 PM 
Norman Casini Chairman

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
1st Thursday each month
Mark Kwiatkowski Chairman

COUNCIL
2nd Tuesday each month, 5:30 PM caucus 
(may vary), meeting follows.

PLANNING COMMISSION
1st Tuesday each month, 5:30 PM caucus, 
meeting  follows. 
David Grendel Chairman

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
3rd Thursday each month, 5:30 PM caucus, 
meeting follows. 
Mark Moreal Chairman

Cover photo courtesy of Asst. Fire Chief Jim Wheeler

The Independence Post is a publication 
of the City of Independence.
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Wishing you and those you love 
a Happy Valentine’s Day and as 
always, God Bless. 

DirectoryCITY
Gregory P. Kurtz, Mayor
kurtzg@independenceohio.org

Vern Blaze 
Finance Director

Gregory J. O’Brien 
Law Director

Robert Butler 
Police Chief

Steve Rega 
Fire Chief

Jessica A. Hyser 
Economic Development Director

Donald Ramm 
City Engineer

Anne Lynch 
City Planner

Michael Gero 
Building Official

Alla Lora 
Communications Director

Angela T. Zidanic 
Clerk of Courts

Emily Thomas 
Community Services Director

Tom Walchanowicz 
Parks & Recreation Director

Ron McKinley 
Service Director

David Snyderburn 
Technical Services Director

Bridget Day Kozub 
Human Resources Director

Dennis Zdolshek 
Procurement Coordinator

City Hall General Email address
cityhall@independenceohio.org

Independence is a vibrant community that carefully balances 
quiet, charming neighborhoods with bustling business districts. 
The city’s collaborative nature and superior location attracts 
and maintains a robust business community — which in turn 
provides the foundation for safe, harmonious living with an 
abundance of high-quality services and amenities for its residents. 
Whether it’s your home, headquarters, or place of work,

INDEPENDENCE WORKS HARD 
to instill an experience that never leaves you.

Dear Neighbors,
The high level of services the City of Independence provides 
residents would not be possible without our talented staff of 
employees.

Last month, the City held an Appreciation Luncheon for the 
staff to recognize their hard work and dedication. Also, I 
was proud to present a Service Award to nineteen employees 
who achieved career milestones. One of them was Service 
Department Road Foreman Eddie Timinski who marked 50 
years with the City of Independence!

On the cover is a photo of the Service Department team that 
delivers outstanding services 52 weeks a year. The winter 
months can be particularly challenging for the Service 
Department, so it seems like a good time to say THANK YOU 
to Director Ron McKinley and his entire staff. Your reliably 
exceptional work is very much appreciated.   

Valentine’s Day also marks the start of Random Acts of 
Kindness Week (February 14-20). It is a time when people are 
encouraged to make spontaneous gestures of kindness and 
support towards someone who needs it. We all have the power 
to become a positive influence in each other’s lives. A small and 
random gesture of kindness can go a long way.
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RecapRACHEL’S CHALLENGE
INDEPENDENCE STUDENTS 
DESIRE TO BE THE 
CHANGE IN OUR WORLD
The City of Independence and Independence 
Local Schools were proud to host Rachel’s 
Challenge, one of the nation’s premier positive 
school climate initiatives for students, staff, and 
parents at Independence High School on January 
9, 2023.  

Rachel’s Challenge is a non-profit organization 
that continues the dream of Rachel Joy Scott, 
whose example of kindness and acceptance 
was brought to light after she became the first 
victim of the Columbine High School tragedy in 
Colorado in 1999. 

There were two assemblies—one for fifth and 
sixth graders and the other for seventh to twelfth 
graders—in the IHS Auditorium. Chris Mowery, 
a program presenter for Rachel’s Challenge, 
also provided an evening presentation to the 
community which included Mayor Gregory Kurtz, 
Finance Director Vern Blaze, Clerk of Courts 
Angie Zidanic, Community Services Director 
Emily Thomas, and other city staff.

The program reinforces the benefits of empathy 
and compassion. It provides specific actions 
students can take to help create an inclusive 
culture in their school and encourages students 
to spark a chain reaction of grace and kindness 
with one small act. Afterward, 110 students 
participated in a Friends of Rachel training 
session that centered around the concept of 
establishing and maintaining a culture 
of kindness in a school setting.

“Seeing the energy from our students and the 
desire to be the change they want to see in our 
schools, our community, and our world is so 
inspiring and encouraging as an educator,” said 
Superintendent Ben Hegedish. “We are thankful 
for our Indy Alive! collaboration to make these 
types of great opportunities a reality for our 
students.”

L-R: Principal Jamie Hogue, 
Rachel’s Challenge presenter Chris Mowery, 

Clerk of Courts Angie Zidanic, 
Mayor Gregory Kurtz
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RecapWELLNESS WEEK
Our second annual Community 
Wellness Week incorporated the 
seven dimensions of wellness 
– emotional, physical, social, 
intellectual, occupational, value 
systems, and mental health – 
through activities designed to 
create a socially-inclusive 
community and positively impact 
its members’ overall well-being. 

There were a variety of activities 
for people of all ages, including 
a month-long Community Wellness 
Challenge, Rachel’s Challenge, 
the create-your-own stress ball 
activity, distributing emergency 
health cards, a restorative sound 
bath experience, health screenings, 
JumpFit by Krazy Fit and a 
FunTastic Friday Glow Party.

As Community Services continues to offer 
health and wellness opportunities on an 
ongoing basis to and for the community, 
we encourage your comments, feedback, 
and ideas all year long! 
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Poussart Family

2023 SEASON
Limited space is available on a first come, first served basis.

2023 APPLICATION (please print)

Each banner will be in honor of a specific service person 
with Independence ties and will include their name, branch 
of service, and photo. Banners will be displayed on Route 
21 and Pleasant Valley Roads from Memorial Day until 
Veterans Day (May - November)*. Banners are printed 
double-sided in color and measure 30” W x 100” H. 

Full payment of $175.00 must be included with the 
application. Checks should be made payable to “City of 
Independence”. Each banner will be displayed for up to 
two consecutive seasons (optional second season fee: 
$40.00) and will be returned to the sponsor at the end of 
the second season. 

Photos are the most important part of these banners. 
We require signed consent to display each individual’s 
photograph. Please send in high-quality images ONLY 
(what looks sharp and crisp on your computer screen 
might not look sharp in print!) 

Banner ProgramHOMETOWN HEROES

Printed Photographs: Photos need to be at least 
8” x 10” and must not be enlarged from a smaller 
print or photocopied from an original print. The 
photo may be color, black & white, or sepia toned 
(brownish). It doesn’t matter how old the photo 
is as long as it is clean and in focus. 

Digital Photographs: Images need to be 
at least 300dpi high-resolution photos in 
a JPEG, TIF, or PNG file format as (RGB or 
CMYK) that would print clearly at a 8” x 10” 
size. Please DO NOT enlarge existing images 
electronically as this degrades 
the image quality. 
Web images or 
cellphone shots of the 
original print are not 
acceptable. Images 
saved in any other 
document other than 
JPEG, TIF, or PNG are 
not usable.

Hometown Hero: 

Rank:  Branch of Service: 

Name of Applicant: 

Relationship to Service Person: 

Email Address:  

Street Address Phone Number: 

City/State/Zip:  /   /

Application, check, and printed photos can be dropped off at City Hall or mailed to: 
Gayle Rudary, CITY OF INDEPENDENCE, 6800 Brecksville Road, Independence, Ohio 44131
I hereby grant the City of Independence permission to use the provided photograph in the Hometown Heroes 
Banner Program. I take full responsibility that all information provided on this application is accurate and correct.

Applicant Signature:     Date: 

Email your digital photo to Gayle Rudary at 
rudaryg@independenceohio.org
2023 Deadline: March 10, 2023

The City of Independence is not responsible for replacing banners that are stolen, damaged, or destroyed due 
to vandalism, age, or any acts of nature including high winds. *We will make every effort to have banners 
installed by May or sooner. Please note that banner location and placement cannot be requested.
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KornerKIWANIS
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Back by popular demand!
The Kiwanis Club of Independence in coordination 
with Scouts Troop 811 and Cub Scout Pack 297 
invite you to our 65th Annual All-You-Can-Eat 
Pancake Breakfast. 

WHEN:  Sunday, March 12
TIME:  Serving 9 AM - 1:30 PM 
WHERE:  Independence Civic Center 
  6363 Selig Drive 
  Independence, Ohio
PRICE:  $10 Adults    
  $5 Children 12 
  & under   

Serving all-you-can-eat 
pancakes, sausage, 
orange juice, and coffee.

Contact: John Brunovsky 
216.369.7478 or 
IndependenceKiwanis@gmail.com
Proceeds benefit Kiwanis Charities. Tickets 
printed courtesy of Vodrazka Funeral Home

 300 CLUB January Raffle Winners:
  $100 Laura Kurtz 
  $75  George Michalke
 $50  Debbie Nicastro     

Saturday & Sunday, 
February 25-26, 2023
Independence Fieldhouse
6354 Selig Drive, Independence

• 16 Courts
• Proceeds from our tournament will support the Kiwanis mission of “Improving the World One 
 Child and One Community at a Time” including charities such as the “Down Syndrome 
 Association of Northeast Ohio” and the “S.T.A.R. Summer Camp.”

Registration opened November 1, 2022 at pickleballbrackets.com. 
For more information contact Co-Chairman and Tournament Director Casey Kiel 
or Tournament Coordinator Gigi Guerra at pickleballkiwanis@gmail.com 
or visit www.independencekiwanis.com/Page/34300

Sunday, March 26, 1 - 3 PM
Topgolf Cleveland  
5820 Rockside Woods Blvd. 
Independence
Join in the Fun
• Two hours of unlimited play
• 50-50 Raffle, sideboards & more
• All-American food menu 
• Cash bar
• Cost per person: $75
• All proceeds to support Providence House

Registration ends March 1, 2023.

Sign up online at Independencekiwanis.com 
and click on the ‘GOLFBALL’. 

For more information contact 
John at 216.401.0197 or email 
kiwanistopgolf@gmail.com

TOPGOLF OUTING
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DepartmentFIRE

Many people associate the month of February with hearts because of Valentine’s 
Day. However, there’s another reason we should think about hearts in February; 
it’s American Heart Month. It’s a good time to examine habits and lifestyle 
choices that affect cardiovascular health.   

The American Heart Association’s Life’s Essential 8 outlines a few easy steps 
you can take to improve your cardiovascular health and lower your risk of heart 
disease, stroke, cancer, dementia, and other major health problems: 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT MISSION…
“To Enhance Life in the Community”

Blood pressure is one of the first vital signs 
that paramedics assess when responding to an 
emergency medical call. Do you understand 
what the readings mean? The top number 
(systolic) measures the pressure in the arteries 
when the heart muscle contracts (beats). 
The lower number (diastolic) measures the 
pressure when the heart rests between beats. 
The American Heart Association considers a 
“normal” blood pressure reading a top number 
lower than 120 and a bottom number lower 
than 80. By regularly checking your blood 
pressure and recording your results, you can 
monitor how your choices affect your numbers. 
Some tips for success in managing your blood 
pressure are:

GET HEALTHY SLEEP

QUIT TOBACCO

MANAGE BLOOD PRESSURE

MANAGE BLOOD SUGAR

EAT BETTER   

BE MORE ACTIVE

CONTROL CHOLESTEROL

MANAGE WEIGHT 

EAT SMART - maintain a healthy diet of veggies, 
fruits, and whole grains while limiting sugary 
foods, drinks, and salt.

MOVE MORE - physical activity helps control blood 
pressure, weight, and stress levels.

MANAGE WEIGHT - for an overweight person, 
even a slight weight loss can reduce high blood 
pressure.

NO NICOTINE - when a person smokes, vapes, 
or uses tobacco, the nicotine causes a temporary 
increase in BP.

SLEEP WELL - less than seven hours of sleep and 
poor-quality sleep are associated with high blood 
pressure.

Y YThe American Heart Association has an online tool you can use to assess 
your heart health and better understand your risk for heart disease and 

stroke called “My Life Check.” Go to www.heart.org to learn more.
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Independence Police Sergeant Brad Borowy retired 
on January 13, after more than 37 years of service 
in the Air Force and to the City of Independence. 

During his time in Independence, Borowy served 
as a Sergeant, Detective Sergeant, and 13 years 
ago became the School Resource Officer (SRO) 
at the primary and middle schools. For the past 
three years, he served as the high school SRO.

Sgt. Borowy said he is grateful for the opportunity 
to have touched the lives of so many Independence 
families and to be able to see students he met 
when they were in primary school graduating or 
preparing to graduate this year. 

Brad, your coworkers and friends want you to 
know that it has been an honor and privilege to 
work beside you. You have made a difference in 
many students’ lives. Your dedication will not be 
forgotten. Thank you for your service and enjoy 
retirement.

DepartmentPOLICE

Mayor Kurtz swore in three new officers to the 
Independence Police Department on January 10 prior 
to the City Council meeting.

Officer Michael Bruvarny comes to Independence 
after serving more than eight years with the Akron 
Police Department as a K9 handler, SWAT negotiator, 
and CIT training officer. Bruvarny also served in the 
Army National Guard as military police. He attended 
Strongsville High School and Kent State University. 

Officer Corey Cutler served for five years with the 
Valley View Police Department before joining IPD. 
Cutler was the department armorer, a field training 
officer, and a firearms instructor. He attended 
North Royalton High School and Cuyahoga County 
Community College. 

Officer Thomas “T.J.” Ungvarsky joins us after serving 
five years with the Cleveland Police Department, 
where he trained several officers as field training 
officer for the city. Ungvarsky attended Garfield 
Heights High School and the University of Akron.

WELCOME NEW POLICE OFFICERS

IPD is lucky to have 
these three join our team 
with all their skills and 
impressive backgrounds.

L-R Chief Robert Butler, Officers 
T.J. Ungvarsky, Michael Bruvarny, 
Corey Cutler, Mayor Greg Kurtz CONGRATULATIONS 

SERGEANT BOROWY!
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DepartmentBUILDING
BUILDING PERMITS
Contractors must get a permit from the Building 
Department before starting a project to ensure 
their work is inspected for sound construction 
practices and in compliance with safety and 
zoning ordinances. Some examples of projects 
that require a permit include the following:

• Concrete work
• Electrical work
• Plumbing work
• Water heater replacement
• Roof replacement
• Finishing a basement
• New or replacement fence
• New or replacement deck

Permits are not required for general redecorating, 
such as painting, wallpapering, and new floor 
coverings. However, contractors hired for this 
type of work are required to be registered with 
the Building Department.

A homeowner may obtain a building permit to 
work on their established personal residence 
without registering as a contractor. However, if 
a homeowner plans to hire contractors for all or 
part of the work, they must register with the City.

For more complex projects, such as decks and 
kitchen, bathroom, and basement remodels, 

For your convenience and in accordance with Building Department news, 
Planning Commission Agenda/Results and Board of Zoning Agenda/Results 
will appear with the monthly Building Department article when applicable.

PLANNING COMMISSION 

residents must submit drawings to the Building 
Officials for review and approval. Call or come 
into the Building Department if you are still 
determining what needs to be submitted for a 
particular permit. After a permit is obtained, 
mandatory inspections must be scheduled 24 
hours in advance. Work needs to begin within 
six months after the permit has been issued. 
Permits expire one year after they have been 
issued.

All building additions, swimming pools, and 
custom-built accessory buildings need to be 
placed on the Architectural Board of Review 
Agenda for consideration and approval. The 
Architectural Board of Review meetings are held 
on the first and third Thursday of each month at 
3 PM at the Annex Building, 6335 Selig Drive. An 
application can be downloaded from the Building 
Department page on the City website. 

If you have any questions about a permit 
or if it is necessary, don’t hesitate to call 
the Building Department at 216.524.1019. 
You can also find more information on 
the Building Department pages at 
www.independenceohio.org.

RESULTS
JANUARY 3, 2023
Discussion of Ordinance 2022-167, Section 
1181.06 – Schedule of required off-street 
parking of the codified ordinances of the city of 
Independence relating to off-street parking and 
loading requirements. Recommendation made to 
City Council for approval. 

Concordia Lutheran Church, PPN 562-08-018 
& 562-11-001 – Lot split and consolidation. 
Approved.

BOARD OF ZONING 
RESULTS
JANUARY 19, 2023
Kingscote Park, PPN # 563-26-001, Khaled 
Tabbaa – Requesting a variance to 1165.01 
of 10 ft. to permit a new dwelling to be 5 
ft. from the side yard. (15 ft. permitted, 5 ft. 
requested). – Approved with amended request of 
a  5’ variance to be 10’ from the side yard. 



11

DepartmentSERVICE
SPECIAL PICKUP
Residents MUST CALL THE SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
TO REQUEST A SPECIAL FRIDAY PICKUP for the 
items listed below. Please call 216.524.9191 by 5 PM 
on Thursday to schedule a special Friday pickup.   
• Hot water tanks, metal items (ALL METAL)
• Appliances: stoves, refrigerators (doors must 
 be removed), dishwashers, washers, dryers, etc.
• Fluorescent tubes and compact fluorescent 
 light bulbs (CFLs)
• Paint, oil, gasoline, and chemicals in closed 
 containers
• Propane tanks
• Computers, monitors, and computer equipment
• Batteries

WATER LEAKS & 
WATER PROBLEMS
Waterline leaks that occur on our city streets, tree 
lawns, etc., are the responsibility of the Cleveland 
Department of Public Utilities Division of Water. 

You can reach them at 216.664.3060. 
All calls regarding waterline breaks made to the 
Service Department are routed to the Cleveland 
Division of Water for repairs. After the waterline is 
repaired, permanent repairs are made to the area 
affected by the water leak.

If you notice brownish water from your faucet 
during waterline repairs, run cold water in the 
lowest part of your home, such as the basement, 
until the water clears. 

For water quality problems, such as brown 
water or low water pressure, call the 
Cleveland Water Department at 216.664.3168. 

For meter or billing problems, call 
216.664.3130. The Water Department 
website is www.clevelandwater.com.

STREET REPAIR & 
PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT
Service Department employees make scheduled 
and emergency repairs to the asphalt and concrete 
sections of streets, including potholes, cracks, 
joints, and curbs. 

To report a pothole or other concern, please 
call 216.524.9191

MAILBOXES
Residents can purchase black Step 2 
mailboxes through the Service 
Department. The $75 fee covers the 
removal of the old mailbox and the 
installation of the new mailbox and 
address numbers. 

Call 216.524.9191 or download 
a mailbox form from the Service 
Department page on the City website
www.independenceohio.org. Send 
the completed form to the Service 
Department (6350 Selig Drive), and someone 
will call you to schedule an installation. 

RUBBISH PICKUP
Please do not overload your rubbish cans. Rubbish 
lids must be closed, and garbage should not spill out 
of the can. Additional rubbish carts are available 
from the Service Department for $95.

Residents DO NOT NEED TO PLACE A SPECIAL 
PICKUP CALL for the following items: furniture, 
toys, mattresses, box springs, TVs, microwaves, 
toilets, household items, plywood, cardboard, and 
other miscellaneous items. Simply place these items 
next to your rubbish can on your treelawn by 7:30 

AM for pickup on your regular rubbish day.

Call the Service Department at 216.524.9191 for information and registration

STREETLIGHTS AND POWER OUTAGES
Call CEI/First Energy at 1.800.589.3101 or visit www.firstenergycorp.com 
to report a streetlight or power outage. 
Information required: streetlight location and issue (e.g. damaged pole, broken light fixture, flickering 
light, light on during the day, etc.). For home power outages, CEI will require your address.
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It is never easy, and amid today’s inflation, 
economic uncertainty, supply chain disruptions, 
and the long tail of the pandemic, identifying 
strategic priorities has never been more 
challenging or important. The Strategic 
Planning meeting scheduled for Saturday, 
January 21 has been postponed due to foreseen 
circumstances. I will post updates on the new 
date in my Weekly Update. 

The joint City-ODOT Rockside Road/I-77 
Northbound Ramp Widening Project has begun. 
During construction, you will see wooden 
utility poles and temporary traffic lights 
installed to help keep traffic moving safely. 
The poles and temporary traffic lights will 
be removed once the improvement project is 
completed.

Be well and as always, God Bless.

FINANCE DIRECTOR 
VERN BLAZE’S REPORT
The City’s nine elected officials – 
Mayor, seven Council Members, 
and Finance Director – have 
begun preparing for the annual 
Strategic Planning meeting.

It is incumbent upon the City’s leadership team 
to successfully answer three questions when it 
embarks on this annual planning session:

• Where is the City right now?
• Where does the City want and need to be? 
• How is the City going to get there?

Following a structured process that leads to the 
answers to these questions will yield optimum 
outcomes for the City – or any organization 
that follows it, for that matter.

Now-deceased resident Jon Jenson was the 
President of the Precision Metalforming 
Association (PMA), headquartered in 
Independence, for 25 years. A number of people 
during Jon’s career benefitted from the wisdom 
he was able to impart to them, especially his 
forte of strategic planning. Jon had developed 
an outline and framework of the strategic 
planning process, proving that it didn’t have to 
be too complicated and overbearing.

Independence is a vibrant community that 
carefully balances quiet, charming neighborhoods 
with bustling business districts. The city’s 
collaborative nature and superior location 
attracts and maintains a robust business 
community — which in turn provides the 
foundation for safe, harmonious living with 
an abundance of high-quality services and 
amenities for its residents. Whether it’s your 
home, headquarters, or place of work,

INDEPENDENCE WORKS HARD 
to instill an experience that never leaves you.

NewsCITY COUNCIL
Council Meeting January 10, 2023
 MAYOR GREGORY P. 
 KURTZ’S REPORT 
 As Mayor and Safety 
 Director, I was proud to 
 swear in three new officers  
 to the Independence Police 
 Department this evening.  

Officer Michael Bruvarny comes to us from 
the Akron Police Department where he served 
more than eight years as a K9 handler, SWAT 
negotiator, and CIT training officer. Bruvarny 
also served in the Army National Guard as 
military police. 

Officer Corey Cutler comes to Independence 
after serving for five years with the Valley View 
Police Department. Cutler was the department 
armorer, a field training officer, and a firearms 
instructor. 

Officer Thomas “T.J.” Ungvarsky joins us after 
serving five years with the Cleveland Police 
Department, where he trained several officers 
as a field training officer. 

Now when you see them in the community, you 
can introduce yourself and say hello. 

Every year the Mayor and City Council hold 
a strategic planning session to evaluate city 
projects and priorities and determine how to 
continue to serve and protect the community 
and invest in opportunities for future growth 
and success.
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A simple, straightforward, but methodical 
planning process would yield optimal results for 
any organization that followed it. The strategic 
planning outline and framework that Jon offered 
to those who asked for and wanted it is still 
etched in the minds of those of us who had the 
privilege of learning about it from the master.

One Jon Jenson story with a great lesson is well 
worth repeating to close this month’s report.

After Officer Candidate School (OCS), Jon was a 
young, relatively new employee. He thought he 
was “doing pretty good” after his first month 
at his then place of employment. His manager 
walked into Jon’s office one day, closed the door 
behind him, sat in the chair in front of Jon’s desk, 
and pulled that chair close to Jon’s desk. The 
manager leaned towards Jon and simply said, 
“Jenson, around here, we don’t worship at the altar of 
‘activity.’ We worship at the shrine of ‘results.’” 

The manager then pulled the chair back, got up, 
walked to the door, opened it, walked out of Jon’s 
office, and closed the door, leaving Jon to ponder what 
just happened and the lesson he had been taught. 

It is a very powerful way to communicate that we 
can do all kinds of things and engage in all types 
of activities. Still, the most important thing to an 
organization is not the activity but the results.

Thank you, Jon Jenson, for the wisdom you 
imparted to those fortunate enough to have had a 
seat at your teaching table!      

Standing Committee Reports
David Grendel 
FINANCE
The Planning Commission met on 
Tuesday, January 3, and two items 
were on the agenda. The panel 
discussed Ordinance 2022-167 
which amends Section 1181.06 of 

the City’s Codified Ordinances. This ordinance 
was introduced in conjunction with the ordinance 
passed in October that increased the parking stall 
width from nine feet to ten feet.

After a thorough review of 13 other communities’ 
parking codes, Building Official Michael Gero 

recommended updating parking requirements for 
four different off-street parking requirements: 
(1) places of worship, (2) banks and service 
businesses, (3) eating places, bars, and taverns, 
and (4) office buildings. The proposed changes 
would only apply to any new development in the 
City.  

After discussion, the Planning Commission voted 
4-0 to recommend the passage of Ordinance 
2022-167 by the City Council. The Planning 
Commission also approved a lot split and 
consolidation for Concordia Lutheran Church, 
subject to the closing by the City of Independence 
and Concordia Lutheran Church as to the 
purchase and sale agreement between the two 
entities. 

On First Reading, I support the passage of 
Ordinance 2023-3, which authorizes the Mayor 
to enter a Capital Improvement Community 
Park, Recreation/Conservation Project pass-
through grant agreement with the State of Ohio, 
Department of Natural Resources to accept a 
$100,000 grant from the State to use towards the 
City’s Civic Center kitchen renovation project.  

I also support Ordinance 2023-4, which 
authorizes the Mayor to enter into an agreement 
with Selective Insurance Company of America 
for insurance underwriting services for the 
purchase of property, inland marine/equipment, 
automobile, crime, general liability, professional 
liability, public officials, and umbrella insurance 
for the period beginning January 12, 2023, and 
ending on January 12, 2024, in an amount not to 
exceed $263,194.00. Our policies with Travelers 
Property Casualty Company will be canceled.

I wish a happy and healthy New Year to all of our 
residents in the City.

John DiGeronimo
ECONOMIC GROWTH 
& DEVELOPMENT
With the start of the New Year, 
it is a good time for individuals 
to reflect on the previous year 
and goals for the upcoming year. 

Similarly, the City has started the 2023 goal 
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Anthony Togliatti
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Tonight’s agenda contains 
one piece of legislation that 
greatly benefits the Community 
Services Department. 
Ordinance 2023-3 allows the 

city to accept a $100,000 grant from the State 
of Ohio to offset the costs associated with the 
upcoming Civic Center banquet room kitchen 
remodel. The kitchen renovation will take place 
this spring and consist of upgraded appliances, 
cabinets, flooring, and a completely new 
layout. This kitchen has served our residents 
well for the last 30+ years in its original 
state and will be much more practical and 
efficient for use by our residents, seniors, and 
Community Services staff after the remodel.  

Now that the holiday events have concluded 
and the Christmas lights are coming down, the 
Community Services Committee will be holding 
a year end recap for both the Community 
Services Department and the Recreation 
Department in the near future.    

City Council held a Special Council Meeting on 
Tuesday December 20 at 9 AM to vote on the 
approval of the final amendment to the 2022 
annual budget and the 2023 annual budget. I 
was the only Council member to vote against 
the approval of both budgets. As I stated last 
year, the addition of new employees and newly 
created positions on the City’s payroll has 
ballooned our payroll expenses and taken funds 
away from our infrastructure needs. During 
the meeting on December 20, I pointed out 
to my colleagues that between 2016 and 2021 
the City’s unencumbered cash balance (the 
amount of cash that can be used for future 
projects) has averaged around $15,400,000. 
However, Finance Director Blaze is estimating 
that we will end 2023 with an unencumbered 
cash balance of $5,300,000. The Finance 
Director did state that this figure is an estimate 
and may go up or down. However, having 
approximately $10 million less in available 
cash than we have had over the course of the 
last five years is not the position that I would 
like to leave the City in at the end of 2023. I 
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setting and strategic planning process. I’m 
looking forward to sharing ideas with Mayor 
Kurtz and Council. 

At the January Council meeting, Council 
approved an update to our parking code; 
specifically, Council approved a decrease in the 
minimum number of parking spaces required 
for retail, restaurant establishments, and office 
buildings. This update will only affect new 
projects in town. I hope a future step would 
include working with property owners who 
have an excessive amount of parking and would 
benefit from repurposing their lots. 

I also want to commend Finance Director Blaze 
for the weekly reports that he and the Finance 
Department have been able to maintain. I find 
the information relevant and timely. If you 
are a regular reader of these reports, you will 
be educated on the financial issues and trends 
affecting the City. All the weekly reports are 
available on the City website, or you can add 
yourself to the email distribution list.

Tom Narduzzi
SAFETY/RULES & 
ORDINANCES
Good evening, everyone, and 
Happy New Year. I hope 2023 
brings everyone happiness and 
good fortune. I want to thank 

all the City workers for their contribution to the 
spectacular Christmas lights display this year in 
the City. Your hard work brought much enjoyment 
to our residents and those who pass through our 
City. You should be proud of yourselves.  

Out of the Safety Committee, there is one piece 
of legislation on tonight’s agenda. Ordinance 
number 2023-1 would amend Section 141.01 Police 
Department - establishment: members of the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Independence. 
In short, all this ordinance does is drop the 
number of sergeants from five to four for a short 
period of time due to retiring personnel .    

Also, out of Safety Committee was the 
swearing-in of three new Police Officers - 
Officer Bruvarny, Officer Cutler, and Officer 
Ungvarsky. Welcome to our team. 
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have continuously urged my Council colleagues 
to prioritize the City’s wants vs. needs and spend 
our tax dollars accordingly. I am hopeful that this 
message will be heard in 2023.    

James P. Trakas
UTILITIES & SEWERS
Good evening, Mayor Kurtz, Vice 
Mayor Grendel, Finance Director 
Blaze, Members of Council, and 
Citizens of Independence. The 
Utilities Committee December 

meeting was covered in my December Council 
report and has not met in 2023 yet. The Tree 
Commission is slated to meet at City Hall on 
the 25th of this month at 4:30 PM. The public is 
welcome and encouraged to attend.

On tonight’s agenda, Utilities is sponsoring 
Ordinance 2023-2, which requests stormwater 
funds for a lower Brookside Road project. This 
item was discussed at the December Utilities 
meeting, and we hope to defray the cost of this 
project through this mechanism by $28,170.00. 
This community pot was established through a 
rate tax increase on the residents of Independence 
in 2015 by the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District of four times what the prior cost was. 
The ratepayers get a little back here and there, 
but disproportionately suburbs like Independence 
are funding the City of Cleveland’s sewer system 
upgrade. Cleveland has a joint sanitary and 
stormwater sewer system that the Federal EPA 
stated was polluting Lake Erie. Instead of 
Cleveland residents paying to clean up their own 
mess, NEORSD imposed a quadruple rate increase 
on the rest of us to pay it. I just think residents 
need to realize this when they pay their utility 
bills. While Independence sued NEORSD for this 
unfair policy, we  lost in the Ohio Supreme Court, 
but City Engineer Don Ramm, among others, 
helped negotiate a deal where Independence could 
receive back funds like this in exchange for the 
rate increase. 

I hope everyone had a joyous Christmas season 
and New Year. The festive atmosphere in our 
community really added to the enjoyment of the 
Christmastide. 

I read that in the 2020 census, Independence 
achieved a bit of fame. It is official; Independence 
is the home to more people of Polish descent 
per capita than any other city in Ohio! That did 
not surprise me, but it was nice to see such 
recognition of our rich cultural and ethnic 
heritage. Gratulacje!

I close with a quotation from the great Polish 
patriot who helped to bring down the vile ill of 
communism in Poland. President Lech Walesa, 
leader of the Solidarity Trade Union Movement, 
once said, “We hold our heads high, despite the 
price we have paid, because freedom is priceless.” 

Dale Veverka
STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Streets and Sidewalks Committee 
met on December 20, 2022. 
Service Director McKinley 
reported on concrete and asphalt 
work completed during 2022. He 

also told the committee about training staff on 
the new sidewalk snow blower/plow. Now, all we 
can do is wait on Mother Nature to see what she 
has in store for us.

City Engineer Ramm reported on the status of 
the engineering for Kleber Court and Longano. 
Kleber is to have a sidewalk on the south side as 
the right-of-way is too narrow to fit a second 
sidewalk, along with the rebuilding and widening 
of the roadway. The engineering of Longano 
was also discussed. Engineer Ramm plans to 
have these projects prepared for bidding by late 
January or early February. The goal is to see if 
there is an advantage to bidding on both projects 
together as well as individually to see if there is 
a plus to having both projects occur simultaneously. 
It is a question of if both of these infrastructure 
projects will be financially supported by the 
administration or if a greater emphasis will be 
on property acquisition and building a new police 
station and a new service garage. 

The committee heard about the completion of 
Stone Road, Eastview Drive, and middle Brookside 
Road asphalt paving projects completed in 2022. 
Concrete work was completed on Dalebrook Road, 
Springview Drive, and a number of other areas in 



IndependenceOhio.org

February 2023

16

Our inspectors have been and will be actively 
addressing issues to improve the appearance of 
our community.     

Don Ramm 
CITY ENGINEER
A total of five (5)  permits were 
issued: 
• Two (2) Right-of-Way 

  Permits were issued for 
 telecommunication installations.

• One (1) Storm Sewer Permit was issued for a 
 residential repair and/or replacement. 
• One (1) Miscellaneous Concrete Permit was 
 issued to replace a residential drive apron. 
• One (1) Change of Grade Permit  was issued 
 to level a residential property following a 
 demolition. 

Catts Construction has been performing 
miscellaneous work in our right-of-ways in 
connection with our  2022 Creek, Utility & 
Infrastructure Maintenance & Repairs Contract.

We have been coordinating with consultants in 
the pursuit of “due diligence” work in connection 
with the City’s potential acquisition of land near 
the center of town which is presently owned by 
Concordia Lutheran Church.  
• This work is ongoing.

We planned for and attended a Streets & 
Sidewalks Council Committee Meeting on 
December 20.
• A recap of 2022 work was provided.
• Design engineering updates were also provided 
 for current design projects pertaining to the:
 • Kleber Court Reconstruction Improvements 
  Project
 • Longano Drive Reconstruction Improvements 
  Project 

We have been coordinating with the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) 
regarding a stream restoration project they are 
designing and will soon be putting out to bid 
this spring for a property on lower Brookside 
where they acquired a residential property and 
demolished the house back in 2019.
• A segment of an important City sanitary sewer 
 main is exposed and undermined (due to creek 
 bank erosion) along the north bank of the 
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town. The Meadowbrook Blvd. bridge project was 
completed, but the paving will need to wait until 
spring. The Mannik and Smith Road condition 
report was not ready, so the committee will need 
to discuss it at a future meeting.

Ordinance 2022-167 increases the number of 
parking spaces required for churches, despite the 
fact that existing churches are grandfathered, 
and it seems to be unfair to set a higher standard 
for any new church entering the community. I 
will not be supporting this ordinance.

As we enter the months with the greatest 
anticipated snowfall, we all need to allow 
additional space for snowplow drivers to do 
their jobs. Thank you to all who keep a safe 
distance around snowplows.

Chris Walchanowicz
PUBLIC LANDS 
& BUILDINGS
No report.

Directors’ Reports
Michael Gero 
BUILDING OFFICIAL
The Building Department is 
now using electronic plan 
review submittal for commercial 
projects. This reduces the 
amount of paper used and the 

length of time for plan review. Feel free to email 
or call us should you have any questions.

Over the last month, the Building Department 
sent out six sets of construction drawings 
for plan review. Eleven commercial permits 
were issued, and 19 commercial construction 
inspections were performed. Plans were 
approved for alterations to an existing tenant 
space on East Pleasant Valley Road.

The Department also issued nine residential 
permits and performed 37 residential 
construction inspections. Five new dwellings 
are currently under construction in the City.  
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 creek at a location just west of the stream 
 restoration project site.
 • Ordinance 2023- 2 on tonight’s agenda 
  authorizes a Community Cost Share Agreement  to 
  participate with the NEORSD to mitigate the 
  sewer condition.
  • Total cost of the sewer work is estimated to 
   be approximately $60,000.
   • NEORSD has agreed to fund $30,000 
    towards the cost of the sewer mitigation.

We are currently preparing bid documents for the  
2023 Crack Seal Program.
• We hope to advertise for bids later this month, 
 and to open bids early in February, to be in 
 a position to consider a contract award at the 
 February Council Meeting.

Lastly, we want to congratulate Engineering 
Technician Jacob Dean, who recently passed his 
Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Exam, and who is 
now officially an Engineer-in-Training (EIT).
• This was the first of two 8-hour exams that 
 Civil Engineers are required to pass to 
 eventually become a licensed and Registered 
 Professional Engineer (P.E.) in the State of Ohio.
 • Awesome job, Jacob!   

Emily Thomas 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DIRECTOR
We hope you and your loved ones 
are having a great start to 2023!

We kicked off the New Year 
with our second annual Community Wellness 
Week where we continued to explore the seven 
dimensions of wellness: emotional, physical, 
intellectual, occupational, value systems, and 
mental health. Between the community wellness 
challenge, create your own stress ball activity, 
Rachel’s Challenge, emergency health cards at our 
Tuesday, January 10 Dine In Lunch, a restorative 
sound bath experience, UH health screenings and 
information, Fun-Tastic Friday Glow Dance, and 
JumpFit by Krazy Fit, there was something for 
everyone! We hope our Community Wellness Week 
encouraged you to take care of your overall health 
and well-being all year round!

On Monday, January 9, we launched our monthly 
e-newsletter, the Community Services Community 

Corner! As a complement to the Community 
Spotlight, the Community Corner will contain the 
most up-to-date information about Community 
Services programs, activities, events, and 
more! The Community Corner will be sent on the 
second Monday of every month with a bonus 
e-newsletter the week of Home Days. You were 
automatically subscribed if you had a valid 
e-mail address associated with your Civic 
Center account. If you would like to be added 
to the e-mail distribution list, please contact 
Community Services at 216.524.7373 or e-mail  
cs@independenceohio.org. We look forward to 
receiving your comments, ideas, and feedback to 
ensure the Community Corner truly serves you!

Later that same evening, several members of our 
Community Services Team had the opportunity to 
attend Rachel’s Challenge, a community 
presentation about the life of Rachel Joy Scott 
whose example of kindness and acceptance was 
brought to light after she became the first victim 
of the Columbine High School tragedy in Colorado 
in 1999. Feeling inspired by Rachel and her 
story, I would like to encourage  everyone, myself 
included, to simply be kind to one another as we 
all navigate this crazy thing we call life. As Rachel 
wrote, “I have this theory that if one person can 
go out of their way and show compassion, it will 
start a chain reaction of the same. People will 
never know how far a little kindness will go”.

Steve Rega 
FIRE CHIEF
No report.

Tom Walchanowicz 
PARKS & RECREATION 
DIRECTOR
We would like to wish everyone a 
happy and healthy 2023!

As I always mention at the first 
council meeting of the year, we are here to serve 
and welcome all comments, suggestions, and 



IndependenceOhio.org

February 2023

18

an appealing destination for those looking for a 
law enforcement career. 

On January 13, Sgt. Brad Borowy retired after 37 
years of service in the Air Force and the City of 
Independence. Most recently Sgt. Borowy was 
the Resource Officer at Independence High 
School. During his last week he helped train 
and transition the responsibilities over to 
Officer Troy Keegan. Congratulations, Brad! We 
will miss you.  

Our Volunteers In Police Service (VIPS) 
meetings are the first Thursday of every month 
at 7 PM at the Civic Center. I urge anyone who 
wants to learn more about our department or 
policing in general or has law enforcement 
related concerns to come to the meetings. Each 
month we have a speaker from the department 
who talks on various topics. Last year we had a 
meeting explaining impaired driving and the 
standardized field sobriety tests, a meeting 
with SWAT team members talking about how 
they enter a building, and much more. There is 
an officer at every meeting. 

We received almost $60,000 to establish a 
body camera program. All officers currently 
have a dash camera, so this is the next step in 
transparency and safety. Our department will 
roll this program out this year.   

Ron McKinley 
SERVICE DIRECTOR
Happy New Year!

During the first two weeks of 
December, crews were picking 
up leaf piles. Crews worked 
around the clock to keep the 

roads safe during the December snow fall. 
Christmas decoration and light removal started 
on Monday, January 9, and will continue 
during the month of January. Crews were out in 
December and January filling potholes and cold 
patching areas within the City.

Maple Shade Cemetery Burials: Two (2) burials 
during the month of December and one (1) 
burial as of January 9, 2023.
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ideas which you may have. We welcome you 
to stop by and let any one of us know what is 
on your mind or you are always welcome to 
e-mail us with your input. Our office doors 
are always open!

I want to remind everyone that if you started 
2023 with a New Year’s resolution to become 
more active and fit, we do have trained staff 
members on duty to help assist. If you have 
any fitness questions or need help with any 
equipment usage, just ask one of our weight 
room attendants and they will be more than 
happy to help! 

I know many of our hockey players and figure 
skaters are hoping for cold temperatures that 
will help freeze Elmwood Pond for skating! 
We are also hoping the same and will do 
everything we can to open the pond when the 
ice is thick enough to safely skate. Check our 
website or call the recreation customer service 
desk for up-to-date ice conditions.  

I would like to take this time to congratulate 
Cindy Woznicki-Ridgway on her retirement 
from the city! Cindy started working for the 
Recreation Department in 1982 and at times 
during her early years of employment, assisted 
the Police Department as a deputy Clerk-
of-Courts and a jailer for female prisoners. 
Cindy’s positive attitude, strong work ethic, 
and dedication to her job and the City will be 
greatly missed by both her co-workers and the 
public alike! 

Robert Butler 
POLICE CHIEF
IPD welcomed three new 
officers in January. These 
officers applied as lateral 
transfers and were all 
recommended by current 

department officers. While recommendations 
do not guarantee that someone will be hired, 
it is great to see that we have established a 
department where officers want to go out 
and tell their friends to work here. Having 
a department that is supported by the 
community, City Council, and Mayor makes us 
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Sewer Issues: Eighteen (18) residences serviced. 
Catch basins were cleaned in various areas of 
the City.

Chipper Service: Over one hundred fifty (150) 
stops during the month of December. One 
hundred thirty-six (136) Christmas trees were 
chipped as of January 9.

Service Department Collection Totals:
• Leaf Pickup: 6,675 yards in total.
• Rubbish: December: 263.4 tons; 
 January (as of 1/10) 85.22 tons.
• Recycling: December 63.64 tons; 
 January (as of 1/10) 19.84 tons.
• Metals: December 83 items.
• Household Hazardous Waste (HHW): 
 December: 136 items.

16,680 pounds of metal was dropped off at the 
county collection facility.    

Dave Snyderburn 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 
DIRECTOR
The cost of living has certainly 
gone up in a very short time. 
The City experiences the same 

increases as our residents. The Technical Service 
Department is constantly upgrading our campus 
buildings with the most efficient, cost-saving 
components. The upgrades range from tankless, 
energy efficient hot water 
heaters, to restroom fixtures that reduce water 
consumption, and LED lighting that reduces 
electrical consumption by 75%.

The Technical Service team is currently upgrading 
fixtures in our Service Department. We installed 
new LED parking lot fixtures several years ago 
and now we will revamp the wash bay along 
with office and restroom areas. Completed LED 
lighting upgrades include the Fire Station, City 
Hall, Fieldhouse, most of the Civic Center, various 
parking lots, and many individual rooms in our 
campus buildings. We continue to keep energy 
conservation at the top of our list.    

One kind word can warm three winter months.  

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING – DECEMBER 20, 
2022

ORDINANCE 2022-165 2022 Annual 
Appropriations Ordinance. Enacted 6 yes/1 no 
(To).

ORDINANCE 2022-166 2023 Annual Appropriation 
Ordinance. Enacted 6 yes/1 no (To).

COUNCIL MEETING – JANUARY 10, 2023

ORDINANCE 2022-167 An Ordinance amending 
Section 1181.06 – Schedule of Required Off-Street 
Parking of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Independence relating to off street parking and 
loading requirements. Enacted 5 yes/2 no (To, V).

ORDINANCE 2023-1 An Ordinance 
amending Section 141.01 Police Department 
– Establishment; Members of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Independence and 
declaring an emergency. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2023-2 An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into a Community Cost-Share 
Agreement with the Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District for the Lower Brookside Road 
Stream Stabilization Project. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2023-3 An Ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to enter into a Capital Improvement 
Community Park, Recreation/Conservation 
Project Pass-Through Grant Agreement (“grant 
agreement”) with the State of Ohio, Department 
of Natural Resources, to accept grant funds 
for use towards the City’s Civic Center kitchen 
renovation. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2023-4 An Ordinance authorizing 
the placement of property and casualty insurance 
through Selective Insurance Company of America 
for 2023-2024. (For the period beginning January 
12, 2023, and ending January 12, 2024, in a total 
amount not to exceed $263,194.00).  Enacted 7 
yes/0 no. 
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